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Introduction

An important issue bedore the developing nations of the world is alleviation of poverty.
Numerous studies on poverty have revealed that, one of the major hurdies obstructing the
households totaking part in the development process is their exclusion from the financial
m&gﬁaﬁminxn the formal financial system force and tightly attach the poor people
into & Vicdous circle of poverly This situation has been documented by the banking
industry in India and has undergone cortain essential modification over the last two
decades. However, a vast section of the population, especially the valnerable gronps such
as weaker sections and low income groups continue Lo remain excluded from even the
most basic services provide by the finaal sector,  This takes us o the issue of Firaral
Inclusion” The Sell Help CiroupiHIG) -Bank Linkage Programume Launched by NABARD in
February 1992 is one of the most powerful imitiatives for delivering financial services 1o the
rutal poor in a sustainable manner S11Gs are considered s an agent tw bridge the gap
Between the banks and the weakir sertions. The programme empowersd the wesker
soction to appeuach the banking Listdutions for nancial servioes Banking institutions also

acdered this prog) w as an elfeclive channe! 1© cover the poor

Research Problem
0 spite of the attentions on Finencial Inclusion snd the numerous policies desoted to
enhancing access to firance, a sizeable majority of the population, particularly vuliwrable
continue 1o remain exciuded from the formal bankiing services, foroed o remaining
in the grip of non-formal agencies, The condition of the Scheduled Castes {503) is no
ifferent. The SCs have been regardod as the weakest sections of our social Structune
Sustained develop of a nation depends an the tinancial service coverage of all peupic
L the financial inclusion of 5Cs has always been & concem and KB[ has been
pally issuing instructions or drections 10 banks with regand tu providing tacilities to
maﬂ-ﬂnﬁ linkage programme empowered the weaker section to approach the
institutions for fisancial services Notwithstanding numerous policies, Indian
in particutar rural, still Largely depend on informal deb The prosent study is
enquire inio the role of SHGs towards the financial inclusion of $C households
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