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Understanding
the Domestic Variants of North East India

and its Reflection on India's Foreign Policy

Dr Shibu M.P

Assistant Professor in the Department Political Science,NSS College Pandalam. Kerala

Domestic influences on a particular

state's foreign policy are determinedby the

level of democratization in asociety. These

influences can be judgedby the flow of the

input-output process in a political systemand
the nature of actors for the dissemination

of information in the decision making
process of that society. Extending the

principle of federalism to all parts of the

Indian state would maintain the equilibrium

for effective foreign policy-making that

safeguards the domestic interests of the

region.

The north eastern region is one of the

most neglected regions in India where
consideration of domestic politics in foreign

policy making wouldbring out a tremendous

impact on long-standing problems like

unemployment, economic marginalization,

nsurgency etc. It is one of theeasiest ways
tor north-eastern region to accessthe global

market in the era of globalization. The
debate between security issues and
eonomic gains dominated the foreign
policy-making of India, particularly
Concerning north eastern states. While
ndia sforeign policy gainedon economic
id security aspects with South EastAsian
States but north eastern regionasa channel
is neglected in this process. The political

CConomy of care' resulted in more
Investment but it failed to find solutions
through

development, which eventually

created a politicalclass which exploited the

common peoplefor their benefits. They have

more familiar with their counterpartsin

developed countries (Sarma2018).Under

colonial hegemony, North East India became
divided communities which eventually

created excluded areas and thereby

instigated various subnational ethnic
communitieswhich conflict with each other

(Roy2005).Aftercolonialism also, people
aspirations should have been taken into

account to decide their future course of

action (Mukhim 2005).

Lack of consideration of domestic

variants in foreign policy is evident in hill

economies whose survival nature is

mismatched with the market-driven

economy, resulting in underdeveloped
productsand labour markets in the region.

Mainstreaming Northeast India's

development issues within the Policy will

providea development framework forthe

region. It is essential to recognize that the

region's locational advantage and rich

resource endowment, including human

resources, provides an ideal setting for

making NortheastIndia acentral part of the

Look (Act)East Policy instead of being a

mere gateway.From Look East to Act East

Policies which focussed on connectivity,

physical infrastructure for trade, trade and

investment protocols, bilateral and

multilateral relationships
etc. neglected the
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