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Sanskrit Literature had two district periods. Vedic
period and the classical period. The Puranas are belonged
to the period of sutra literature. Sutra literature is the
period which the development from vedic to classical
literature. The Puranas constitute a very important branch
of the sacred literature of the Hindus. They represent the
aims and aspiration, ideas and 1deals, the life and culture
of the religious community_at large. They clothe with
flesh and blood the bony frame work of the Dharma
sutras. The Puranas are viewed by Indian tradition from
two stand points, first they manifest and demonstrate the
vedic truths, and secondly they deal with the five well
known stage in the Hindy Cosmogony. The pauranikas
were the missionaries of the nevy age.

There are 18 Puranas, All these Puranas are
described in the form by siita to Saunaka. Puranas narrate
not only ancient stories but m
Puranas and Mahabharata agree with each other. The
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General Characteristics of Purana
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