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Sanskrit Champu Kavyas of
Kerala is a vast branch of literature with
varied themes. More than hundred
Sanskrit Champu Kavyas are written in
Kerala. Champus dealing with different
topic like Puranic themes, Eulogy of gods,
Kings, Regional festivals etc. were
produced here. The period from 13% to
19% centuries A D can be considered the
most exuberant age in the history of the
Champus in Kerala. Most of the important
Champus in Malayalam as well as in
Sanskrit composed during this age in
Kerala.

The rich and varied Sanskrit
Champu literature of Kerala can be
divided in to three categorizes as shown
below.

1. Major Champus which comes un-
der the preview of the poetic type
defined by poeticians.

2. Champus related to Kerala San-
skrit theatre.

3. Other minor works.

Among the Kerala Sanskrit

Champus, those that can be included in
the first category are very few.
Amogharaghavam of Divakara,
Uttararamayana of Mahishamangalam
Narayanan , Vidhuvamsa of Kesavan
Namboodiri, Purvabharata Champu of
Manavikrama etc are comes under this
category.

The largest number of works
from Kerala Sanskrit Champus can be
included in the second category. Though
the poeticians have included the

connections with stage is a peculiar
feature that is worthy to be examined.
This is an important aspect of Akhyana
or story telling tradition in Sanskrit.

Tradition says that it was
Melputtur Narayana Bhattathiri who was
the pioneer to compose Prabandhas for
the use of ‘kuttu’ of Chakyars. Following

*the path of Melputtur Narayana

Bhattathiri many other poets have written
similar works. Chakyar who were great
scholars used to compose such works for
immediate use offer the stage and they
might have been preserved as their family
tradition. 3

Smaller works sometimes not
related to the theatre, were also
composed in plenty in the flourishing

period of Champu literature. Often they |

dealt with episodes connected with
Kings, Temples, Festivals and the like.
Tulabharaprabandha, Tirunalprabandha,
Astamimahotsava etc. are some
examples. -

The structural peculiarities of Kemla‘

Sanskrit Champus

Sanskrit rhetoricians have

defined Champu as an admixture of |

prose and verse.

In the apinion of C. R Deshpande,
all these definitions lay down five essential
and one optional feature of Champu. In
Kerala Sanskrit Prabandhas most of these
rules are violated. The first rule is
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1. A Champu must be a poetic composi-|

Champu variety in Sravya Kavya type, its u |
on. i
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